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TO: STATE/RC1, SSU/UIA, 880 ACSI DA WASH, D.C., CONNAVINTCOM,
AFSSU USAF, DOE, DIR NSA,

25X1

FOK DEPARTMENT AND AGENCY HEADS FRO® DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INT' LIGENCE

r

SUPJECT: PFESIDENTIAL POLICY DECISION

' ' \ SING
., THE PRESIDENT HAS DECIDED TO DECLASSIFY THE "EACT DF".U

PHGTU&RAPHIC RECONNAISSANCE SATELLITES AS THE BASIC M§A§§NgFDESESSéTG
THAT THE UNITEL STATES CAN SUCCESSFULLY MONITOR SOVIET : 52
MENT It KEEPIHG wITH SALT AGREEMENTS., THE MEANS BY WHICMAIN iy
PRESIDERT wILL PLACE THIS IwFORMATIQN INTQ THE PQBLIC DOQA RIS
WELL BE IN A SPEECH AT RENNEDY SPACE CENTtR,FCAPL CANASE‘Ut;IL SUCH.
ON 1 UCTORER 1976, HOWEVEkK, TH]S DATE IS ;NUEF{NITE AJD‘ ﬁER o
TI#4E AS HE MAKES HIS STATEMENT, ALL PERSONNEL AFRE T CONSID
"EACT GF"™ STILL CLASSIFIED.

2. THIS STEP UF DECLASSIFYING THE "FACT OF" wHICH HASIBEEN
CLASSIFIED COLLATERAL SECRET FOR THE PAST 4 1/2 YEARS"{SachTHE
OFFICIAL COWNFIRMATION OF WHAT IS'ALREADY GENERALLY KNO®WN e T HE
INFURMED PUBLIC AND HAS BEE? iEiggRESRE?GSA;:EESFREE#*12U§IDECISION

5 . YEA t HE AMERICAN " .
:éil iig X&gﬁsﬁgYAl ENLY AFTER LENGTHY STUDY AND PAINSTAKING REVIEW
WHICH HAS BEEN OVER Tw0 YEARS IN THE MAKING,

. N TAKING THIS STEP, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT REALIZES THAT THIS
MAY EibENéER CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC INTEREST IN THE F;ELD OZODVER:§8D
RECUNNAISSANCE, ITS CAPABILITIES, TARGETS, FORMS AND MsT HD%EVEﬁ
17S OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS. THE DECLASSIFICATION ACTION,"F%ET UF:
wILL EXTEND ONLY AS FAR AS A STATEMENT ADMITTING TO THE C L obe
AN OVERHEAD PHOTO RECONNAISSANCE CAPABILITY, BUT WILF ND;RISULTS
DETAILS ABUUT THAT PROGRAM, IMABESYr OR IMAEERY DERIVED AOE EITE
COLLECTEDL RY THAT PHOGRAM, NOR THE "EACT OF" ANY SIGINT SATEL
CAPABILITY,

jRE THAT CLEARED
4, ALL TSO'S AND BSO'S ARE REQUESTED TO ENSU

| AnD TALENT=KEYHOLE PERSONNEL UNDER THEIR JURISDICTION ARE
25X1A [;;;;;;QiATELY BRIEFED OF THE IMPENDING ANNOUNCEMENT AND THAT THEY
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UNDERSTAND THAT THE FOLLOWING PUINTS PERTAINM TO THIS ™MAJOR POLICY
CHANGE @

A, THE ONLY INFORMATION BEING DECLASSIFIED IS THE
"ACT DF" OVERHEAD PHOTOGRAPHIC RECONNAISSANCE BY THE U,LS,
25X1A GUVEKNMENT,

8. ~0 DECLASSIFICATION wILL bE MADE REGARDING THE

6., WE ENVISION RO CHANGE IN THE CLASSIFICATION OF "FACTS ABOUT"
PHOTO SATELLITE PROGRAMS BY VIRTUE OF THIS PLANNED DISCLOSURE,
THE ONLY MEANS BY wHlCH wE wILL BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN CONTINUED
SECURITY DISCIPLINE AND PROTECTION OF OUR VALUABLE COLLECTION
PROGRAMS AND THEIR UNIQUE PRODUCTS 1S THROUGH THE CONTINUED DILIGENCE
AND COOPERATION OF THE CURRENT AND FORMER CLEARED COMMUNITY, ‘

: 7. THERE MAY BE A PRUDENT NWEEDL TO BRIEF FORMERLY CLEARED HIGH

" LEVEL GUVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY PERSONNEL WHO MAY FIND THEMSELVES THE
OBJECT OF PRESS ATTENTION, TSO/BSO'S ARE REQUESTED, ON A PRIORITY
BASIS, TO ADVISE THE SSC/CIA OF ANY SUCH CANDIDATE PERSONNEL TO
DETERMINE wHATEVER BRIEFING IS PLAUSIBLE AND DESIRABLE.

B, ALL INGUIRIES ON THIS MATTER WILL BE HANDLED AT THE

WASHINGTON LEVEL AND NONE SHOULD BE ACCEPTED IN THE FIELD. MORE
SPECIFIC ADVICE O wHERE INQUIRIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED wlLL FOLLOW,
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9, wE KEALIZE THE TIMING On THIS NOTIFICATION FOK THIS POLICY
CHANGE 16 VERY SHOKT. HUMEVER, 1T IS MOST IMPERATIVE THAT TS0/BSO'S
TAKE ACTION Ol THLIS MESSAGE TO ENSURE THAT THEIR CLEARED PERSONNEL
AKE BRIEFED PRIOK TU THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH RATHER THAN AFTERWAKDS
T0 PREVENT EFKUNEOUS CONCLUSIONS BEING DRAWN THAT OUR PHOTOGRAPHIC
SYSTEMS ARE HEINMG DECLASSIFIED AND THAT DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THESE
SYSTE®S Cair wOw TARE PLACE DUTSIDE THE CLASSIFIED COMPARTMENTED
A‘*Etkp\n &2 l“’?p[)ET'>
ORIG: R, GAMEIND, D/SEC |

(DUSD); REL: FRANK C, CARLUCCT (DDCIT.<
25X1A
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